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June  16.1998

ikls. Diane Tannenwald
Special Projects Manager
City of Oakland
1333 Broadwav
Oakland. California 94612

Dear Ms. Tannenwald:
(

We received your letter dated May .2.1998 regarding the San Francisco-Oakland Bay
Bridge ( SFOBB) retrotit/replacement project. You thanked Caltrans for a May 20,1998 meeting
with the City of Oakland and reiterated your concerns regarding the design ofthe skyway section
ot a new east span.

You asked that Caltrans direct bridge designers "to use their expertise and creativity.   '  If
the Metropolitan Transportation Commission approves the recommendation made by the
Engineering and Design Advisory Panel for a single tower suspension design, Caltrans will direct
tlie T.Y  Lin design team to use their talents in designing aesthetically pleasing transition
structures at Yerba Buena Island, the skyway portion of the span and the Oakland touchdown
area.

You note the need for a 'sense ofbalance. rhythm and cadence to the bridize. ' The
<  skyway. including the piers, will not just be engineered, but will be designed to reinforce the
 

architectural form and detail of the signature tower in form. color and texture. Barriers, railings
<      and lighting along the bicycle path will be designed to maintain a continuity of architectural detail

<
while providing a pedestrian sense of scale.

#'iews from tlie bridge are a prime consideration for Caltrans and special attention will be
paid to providing maximum views of the bay and distant landscape for both motorists and users of
the bicycle/pedestrian path.   The selection of a bicycle/pedestrian path on the south side will offer
patli users uninterrupted views of Oakland and the East Bar'.

Fhe descent trrom the suspension tower to the Oakland touchdown will provide a new and
maiestic gateway to Oakland. The concept of a park at the touchdown would further enhance this
experience.  ..\lthough we,inderstand the Citys desire for some type ofgatewa> structure to mark
the arrival on land. we view this concept cautiouslv.   You may recall one of the Engineering and

/ IDesign Advisot-v Panel members referring to his concern over 'architectural applique  at this
7 '  location. a concern shared by Caltrans.  We belier'e that a park offers better opportunities for the

   iticlusion of some type of gateway structure rather than architectural features on the bridge.
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Ms. [)iane Tannenwald
City of Oakland
June 8,1998
Pave 2

We appreciate your interest in this project and reallirm Caltrans' commitment to continue
to work with the City of Oakland throughout the design process.  We have an e-mail address for
tlie east span project (sfobb ).trmx3.dot.ca.gov) as well as a web site (www.dot.ca.gov/dist4/)
XITC also has a web site for the SFOBB (www.mic.ca.gov) that includes another opportunity to
register your comments.  If you desire additional information or have further questions, please call
Alara Melandry, Environmental,klanager for the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge at (510) 286-
5582.

Sincerely.

HARRY Y. YAHATA
DISTRICT DIRECTOR

by

' 1.1 41«' 12(-CE£«6.-(I «,
- ,Y DENIS .1.  IULLIGAN

DISTRICT DIVISION CHIEF
Toll Bridge Program

c: Steve Heminger, VITC
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:Vfanager. L~gisianon :ind Puol.J.c .-\ffairs 
Joseon ? 3on YfetroC~nter 
101 =!gtun Street 
Oakland.. CA 9'1607-L700 

Thank you very much :or meenng ·:vith us on May 20. 1998. m 5u.mmary, :he followmg rems were 
.llscussea at :rte ::neenng :ma :ire oi s1gmiic::mr concern co the citv or' Oa.Kiana.. :Oe mam conce:n oemg :har 

35% of ~he bnC1ge prooosal. me vtaaucr secnon. connnues lO looK :ilce a stanaara freewav ove:oass. ' 'J./e 
:Jeheve thar vou have hlred qualified designers, please a.irecr them co use their e:qJemse md creanvuy co 
..ies1gn a onage. .tom snore to shore. that is deservmg of the Site, .ooks like a ondge wnen vtewed. from aiar . 
.mcl !~is like a onage woen exoenenced by ns users. 

We are aiso concerned. thar the bndge needs ta be looked attn its encirery. Tue bndge is bemg .:Iagmencea 
.md 51gmiicmr aec1Slons are oemg maae wtthout undersranaing wnar the ootennal r:mniicanons 1 craaeons) 
J.re. ?or o:x:imoie. :he constant aeoth aecK :s a ole:ismg 1riea. .:iowever. 1f ·.ne ::Un.as Jre !lot mriic1em :o 
'Jrovtde aaeo,uace arc:utecrural fe:irures on the onage. oecause oi the mcre:ised cost or' die constant aeorn 
J.es1gn. then 1t may benent us re c41oose the ilauncned aeck ·.vtth ennanced arcmtecmral amenmes. 

In addinon to ensunng selSIIl.lc Sta.Oiliry ana publ.lc saiery, a. world class design aemanas: 

.~ctmecrura! fe:irures on the vtaciuct secnon of the bndge, :ibove and beyond guardrails ana lignr 
nxrures, that are mteg:rated Wlth the mam scan.. dlls may mciude~ :e:irurcs along the ~ of the 
:mage. o~aa foamres. :e3Il.lreS that mck uo on the '"'.!lam span aesign·• i.e. draned elements ~har 
recail the susoCDSlon' 5 carena:ry curves or curvaceous ~te:nenrs mat :nc.IC .I!' on the c..irves oi ·he 
.:aole-srayea tower. 
Arcmtecrural :earu:res that :Jromore a sense of balance, :-nyth:m. :ma caaence to :he ondge ·vb.ile 
craveimg on the ondge :ma woen vtewea :l'om :he snore. 
?eaesm:ms. :ncyctists. ma venic!es iliat i'ee1 comronaoie snanng die onage and it snowd ev01ce :i 
'Joulevara or "Joarawaik :eeling •o cte JSers. 
J oen 11ew .:omaors rr:msuarem v1ews} tor ;JUouc rransn ;'lciers. mtomooues. :'1cyc!ist .ma 

e;eoesm:ms. 
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Tr:msuarenc bame::s: m Joproverl (testea) .md rnorc ~arent vcnicular bamcr. rr.msuarenc 
guJ.rClr.llis for btcycie :md pe(lesman lanes. 
?rovtae a pattern. .i ?Iay oi :nanne 1ignr. oveme:i.a accenruaang the design 'smrilar 10 •he ignc 
;iattems formed orf the silver crusses on cbe eJOsa.ng bndge) m aadinon co •.he patterns rhat will be 
fonnea from the mam span clements. 
Thoughtiully dCSlgned light stanaara.s that :ire mtegratea with the overall design. 
?iers. Nmcn are s1gmiic::mtly derlmng cnaracters oi the bndge. to be dCSlgned. as bndge pte::s ( v s. 
frc~way mlts), that :ire propornonal relanve co the overall span (as 111ewed. m elevanon) and 
mregr:ited into the context. 
The aecK oi ·he onage be reviewed m context :Uong w1th the cinal 01er design and all oi the other 
m::ucecrura..l cc:uures ( 1.e. :iauncnea vs. constant deoth) . 
.-\ 5aceway LO the East Bay that pronounces your :unval on land (ana depanure rrom lana) 
.-\nd ilgnung co funner dr.:u:nanze ns exempiarv dCSlgn . 

. ..\.lthougn we recognize that mese ideas may be at 3.Cidirional cost. :he magmruae oft.he costs wlil be minimal 
:-ei:mve co Lbe overall expenairure of the project :ma if given a world ctass design the exoense will oe 
iccencaoie. ~ur concern ts that dec1stons made now. :or cies:irabie fearures. 'Nill have a direct eifect on 
ouageung :or other ?era.nent eiemems. :hat wtll not be addressea unnl the next dCSlgn pnase. 

1 NOuid like co reiterate char these are only some ideas that couid help co anurove uoon the designs proposed.. 
?lease airect your designers to pursue multiple aitemaaves tor reVlew pnor to EDAP maiang therr final 
-ecommena.anons. 'Ne hooe you .Jre senously coDSldenng the commumnes' concerns for the design of die 
bndge ana iliar you wlll !DStI11Ct the aesign ce:uns to address the aioremennoned. issues promotly. 

Lfyou have any quesnons piease lee me mow. [may be rexnetl bytelepnone ar (510) _38-6386. Thank you 
:or your coo9eraaon. 

Sincerely. 

?Ou ~ 
OrA.i."\fE - .A.NNENW ALD 
S~ec1al Pro3ectS Manager 

.:: -errv R.ooens. Ciry of Oakl:ma 
.Manna Canson. Cry oi Oaklana 
Hel:une K.lol:m Prennce. Cry oi Oakland 
Allen Ely, -:". Y. :...;n ~rernanonai/Morfatt ~ ~icnol E!igmeers 




